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nyepi: a day of prohibition, of stillness, of silence, The nyepi festival
represents the suspension of all activity in the village prelimi-
nary to chasing out the evil vibrations that have accumulated
during the year. There are also nyepi days for ricefields when
no one may work in or even enter the fields.

pandd: the blacksmiths; a caste in itself, proud and supposedly
magically powerful enough to handle with impunity such holy
elements as fire and iron.

pedanda: a high priest, generally of the Brahmana or Brahmin
caste.

pemangku: the low-caste temple guardian and officiating priest of
the temple ritual.

perbekel; a lesser official in the village wards, formerly the agent and
tax-collector of the feudal lords, now of the Dutch Govern-
ment.

pungawa: a noble provincial governor who served the Radja, usu-
ally his relative, and who now serves the Dutch Government
in the same capacity.

puri: the palace of a prince.

puseh (or puser): the navel, the place of origin, the centre. The
pura pusdh, " temple of origin " of each village community is
the most sacred social and religious link between the villagers
themselves and between those of near-by communities that
at one time broke away from the mother village.

Rangda: a "widow," a condition repulsive to the former Balinese.
Now the name for the old witch heroine of the t/alon-arang
legend, the narrative of the struggle of King Erlangga to save
his kingdom from destruction by the black magic performed
by his own mother; to the Balinese, even today, a very real and
dangerous spirit (see pages 326-31, 354-5).

ringgit; a silver dollar; two and a half guilders.

sanghyang: a deity, usually a local village god. Also the name of a
trance dance in which mediums impersonate the sanghyang.

Satria: a member of the second or princely caste (Ksatriya in India).

sawa: a ricefield.

sebel: polluted; a magical uncleanliness that weakens the village,
temple, or individual spiritually.

sefca (or sekehe): a club, an association.